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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [g) Claim(s) 7-25 is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

» 

Response to Amendment 

The double patenting rejection has been obviated in view of the terminal 
disclaimer filed 03/09/07 has been approved. This action is a second action non-final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2,5-8, 11-15,17-21,24-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Irisawa ( US 5,885,249). 

Irisawa discloses a safety needle device comprising a needle hub, a needle 
cannula 20, , a shield 70 hingedly mounted to said hub, wherein the shield has at least 
one support wall 80,81 with a channel mounted to said support wall 70. The channel 
having a top wall and opposed first and second sidewalls and at least one resiliently 
deflectable cannula finger lock 71. See figures 1-15, 23-24. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Irisawa ( US 5,885,249) in view of Hollister (US 5,139,489). 

Irisawa discloses the invention as substantially claimed. See above. Irsawa 
discloses a medical syringe for injection or collecting fluids. However, Irisawa does not 
disclose a double ended needle cannula. Hollister discloses a double ended needle 
having a shield hingedly connected to the hub for shielding the needle in the analogous 
art medical fluid collection. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to substitute the syringe device of Irisawa with the 
medical device of Hollister in order to provide for a different medical collection container 
while still providing protection of the needle cannula to avoid needle sticks. 

Claims 9,22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Irisawa ( US 5,885,249). 

Irisawa discloses the invention as substantially claimed. See above. Irisawa 
discloses a deflectable cannula finger lock. Irisawa discloses that his invention are 
disclosed as embodiments and only examples and that modifications to the scope are 
covered by his invention. However, Irisawa does not disclose a plurality of deflectable 
cannula finger lock. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the number of cannula finger locks as a mere , 
duplication of parts performing the same function. It would have been well known to one 
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with ordinary skill in the needle protective art to modify the number since the more finger 
locks would provide a better securement and protection to the accidental needle sticks. 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Irisawa 
(US 5,885,249) in view of Schoenberg ( US 4,888,001). 

Irisawa discloses the invention as substantially claimed. See above. However 
Irisawa discloses a syringe and does not disclose a medical device such as an 
intravenous infusion set. Schoenberg discloses an intravenous set for delivering fluid. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to substitute a intravenous 
infusion device for a syringe device as a mere substitution of delivery devices with the 
protection of a shield in order to avoid needle sticks. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 10, 23 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LoAn H. Thanh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4966. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri. (First Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nick Lucchesi can be reached on (571) 272-4977. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair~direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

■ 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/LoAn H. Thanh/ 

LoAn H. Thanh 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3763 

LT 



